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“All virtue is summed up in dealing justly. 

       अच्छा व्यिहार सभी गणुों का सार है”. 
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1. Key departments like inter-state council, planning and monitoring division 

& UIDAI to replace plan panel 

By Yogima Sharma, ET Bureau | 26 Nov, 2014, 04.10AM IST 

 

These divisions  along with direct benefit transfer or DBT will have a critical role in implementing Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s vision. 

NEW DELHI: The new institution that will replace the Planning Commission is likely to be a 

combination of three key divisions, each headed by a secretary and placed under the umbrella of a 

more powerful planning ministry. These divisions include the inter-state council, planning and 

monitoring division and Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), which, along with 

direct benefit transfer or DBT will have a critical role in implementing Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi'svision.  

 

Senior government officials told ET that the government is considering consolidation of these 

divisions under the ministry of planning, presently headed by a minister of state with independent 

charge Rao Inderjit Singh, and a decision to this effect could be taken before the end ofthisyear.  

 

"The PM is of the view that the states should play a greater role in planning and hence the proposal 

is to move the inter-state council from home ministry to Yojana Bhawan to oversee development 

works of the state," an official said.  

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/etreporter/author-yogima-sharma.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Planning-Commission
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/inter-state-council


  

 

Besides, the new government is keen on eventually linking Aadhaar with DBT platform, which 

will require greater synergy between the two, the official said, adding, "Hence, it has been decided 

to shift out DBT from finance ministry to the new institution." According to the official, who did 

not wish to be named, the third vertical or division will be a new one that will be responsible for 

long-term planning for the country as well as evaluation of flagship social sector schemes through 

an existing but much stronger programme evaluation organisation existing within the commission.  

 

"While all the three divisions will be headed by a secretary, the government may rope in experts 

at the advisor level to strengthen the planning and monitoring division," the official added.  

 

As per the proposal, the interstate council, which is headed by the prime minister, will be 

responsible for routing the state plans to finance ministry besides coordinating with central 

ministries on all developmental schemes of the states. However, the security issues that were being 

handled by the council will continue to be vested with the home ministry.  

 

An email query sent to planning secretary Sindhushree Khullar did not elicit any response. Until 

last year, annual plans of the states were finalised by the Planning Commission after consultation 

with the finance ministry and the funds were routed through the commission. However, since the 

BJP-led NDA government, which took charge in May, decided to replace the institution with a 

new one, the work of allocation of funds to states has been moved to the finance ministry.  

 

The UIDAI, which is an attached office of the Planning Commission, is responsible for generating 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/finance-ministry
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/UIDAI


Aadhaar or a unique identity for all by March 2015. Once the target is achieved, the government 

is thinking of making Aadhaar mandatory for doling out benefits under its social security schemes 

through a DBT platform and hence it has decided to move DBT out of finance ministry to the 

commission for better synergy and coordination between the two. 

 
  



2. New institution in place of plan panel be combination of 3 important 

divisions: Report 

Last Updated: Wednesday, November 26, 2014, 13:38 Zee Media Bureau 

  
   
   

 

 

 

New Delhi: The new institution which will replace the old centralised model of Planning 

Commission will consist of three key divisions, a financial daily reported on Wednesday. 

The newspaper said, the new institution will include "the inter-state council, planning and 

monitoring division and Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)". 

Earlier, reports in the media were doing the rounds that the new government body in place of the 

plan panel will likely to be formed by the year end. 

The PM had promised on August 15 to announce "a new institution with a new spirit" soon. 

The new body will lead the country based on creative thinking, public-private partnership, 

optimum utilisation of resources, utilisation of youth power of the nation, to promote the 

aspirations of state governments seeking development, to empower the state governments and to 

empower the federal structure, he had said. 

"Very shortly, we are about to move in a direction when this institute would be functioning in 

place of Planning Commission," Modi had said. 

The Congress had opposed the government's move, terming it a "knee-jerk and half-baked 

decision" and favoured a "restructuring instead of dismantling" of the panel. 

Later on his Twitter posts, Modi had invited suggestions from people on the proposed body to 

replace the plan panel. 

"Inviting you to share your ideas on what shape the new institution to replace the Planning 

Commission can take," he had tweeted. 

With PTI Inputs  



3. Balance of Trade in North-Eastern Region 

Business Standard: November 26, 2014 Last Updated at 00:24 IST 

The North East Region of India is endowed with natural resources. Also, due to continued focus 

on development of the region by the NE States supplemented by the Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region (DoNER), Planning Commission and other Central Ministries has led to 

substantial improvement in intra-regional connectivity, social and other physical infrastructure and 

capacity of human resources. Further, 96% of the North Eastern Region has long international 

borders with four neighbouring countries with several old overland routes. Given its competitive 

advantages and considerable potential, close proximity and immediate linkages with Bangladesh, 

Myanmar and other South East Asian countries offer robust opportunities for the North Eastern 

Region to emerge as a major manufacturing, trading and logistics hub for trade with the ASEAN 

Region. The consequent benefits to the country are also likely to be substantial.  

Keeping in view the above factors, Government of India has focused on expeditious and time 

bound completion of major infrastructure projects of Rail, Road, Telecom, Inland Water Transport, 

Airports and Power in the North Eastern Region. Government of India has also taken steps for the 

development of road and port projects in Myanmar, improvement of customs facilities at the Indo-

Myanmar border, development of road and rail connectivity in Bangladesh for access to sea ports 

and appropriate customs facilities at the Indo-Bangladesh border. Implementation of these major 

projects is being regularly reviewed at various levels.  

Ministry of DoNER and Planning Commission have also taken the initiative to project the recent 

developments made in North Eastern Region through The North East Business Summit by 

highlighting the potential and upcoming opportunities, with the objective to invite domestic and 

foreign entrepreneurs to engage with North Eastern markets and to trigger large scale economic 

activities in the North Eastern Region that will enhance livelihoods and employment opportunities 

in the region.  

This was stated by Dr. Jitendra Singh, the Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Development 

of North East Region in Lok Sabha today. 

 

 

 

 

  



4.Ten coastal economic zones to be developed 

Dipak K Dash, The Times of India: 27.11.2014 

 
NEW DELHI: In its move to revive the NDA's flagship Sagarmala (string of ports) project, 

conceptualized during the Vajpayee regime, the government will develop 10 Coastal 

Economic Regions (CERs) in the influence zone. The project would need Rs 5,000 crore 

in investment in the next five years, which will include modernization of ports and efficient 

evacuationbesidesdevelopingCERs. 

 

This will come from gross budgetary support to create infrastructure and other facilities that 

would make these zones the hub for manufacturing and economic activities and to take such 

activitiestothehinterland. 

 

While this will primarily focus on major and minor ports, government is also pushing its other 

agenda to attract private investment in the inland waterway sector that can provide a 

competitive alternative to road and rail network for cargo transport. The shipping ministry 

on Wednesday said 17,300 km of inland waterways will involve an investment of at least Rs 1 

lakh crore in the next 5-10 years. While government will invest around Rs 20,000 crore, the 

rest will come from the private sector. 

 

Sources said after the presentation on Sagarmala project, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 

asked the shipping ministry to focus more on port-led development. "The committee of 

secretaries will now take a decision on the government investment needed for Sagarmala and 

then it will be put before the PM," said a government source. This will cover 300-500 km of 

coastline,sourcessaid. 

 

 
 

While Sagarmala will play a key role in the "Make In India" initiative, minister of state for 

shipping Pon Radhakrishnan said the inland waterways can reduce investment needs in rail 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Dipak-K-Dash.cms


and road infrastructure, reduce transport costs and enhance intra-regional trade. 

 

Speaking at the Integrated National Waterways Transportation Grid, he said while six 

stretches have been declared as national waterways (NWs), there are plans to declare a total 

of 66 creeks and canals as a part of the mega plan to provide better and pollution-free 

transportnetwork. 

 

The first project on the Ganga called Jal Marg Vikas would be developed between Allahabad 

and Haldia with the assistance of World Bank, which would enable commercial navigation of 

at least 1,500 tonne vessels. The project will be completed over six years. "The possibility of 

multi-model logistics at Varanasi with road and rail connectivity is being contemplated", the 

ministersaid. 

 

Already the trans-shipment of imported coal to NTPC's Farakka thermal power station 

through this stretch is being ferried. According to estimates, 21 million tonnes of imported 

coal is expected to be moved in the next seven years on this waterway. Movement 

of fertilizers upstream for Tata Chemicals Ltd and downstream for IIFCO on this stretch has 

also been successful. 
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